SPRINGWELL SKY

Where learning matters for everyone
Issue 23 – December 2018

To all our parent and carers, welcome to our winter
newsletter 2018.
As we speed towards our Christmas break, it is worth
taking a moment to reflect on all the positive experiences
that have happened across
the organisation since the
start of term. A highlight of
September was the opening of
our very own Springwell Farm!
Pupils have loved the
opportunity to help with
feeding and mucking out the
animals.
Celebrating Diversity has been a theme running through
the term, with the Elements ‘Festival of Light’ theme
launched by the Indian Dance Theatre Company
‘Annapurna’ involving pupils in the retelling of the Diwali
story of ‘Rama and Sita’. World Mental Health Day was an
opportunity to focus on strategies to help anxiety and
stress. Springwell at Kirk Balk took the day to another
level with their ‘Mental Health Road Show’, bringing a
range of calming
activities to share
with the primary
pupils at Springwell
and
modelling
kindness and caring.
Pupils
supporting
each other has been further developed through a new
peer-mentoring programme, where pupils in key stages 3
and 4 have supported younger pupils with both work and
self-regulating.
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Indeed, across the organisation, staff are working hard at
implementing strategies to help our children and young
people with building their resilience, managing their
feelings and learning to play and work co-operatively with
each other.
Our annual Kindness Week in November focused on the
importance of small acts of kindness and how kind
thoughts as well as words and deeds are what make our
organisation a happy place to learn.
In November, we were lucky to have a visit from the music
star Charlotte Church, as part of her research for creating
her own school. After experiencing learning across the
main site and chatting to lots of pupils whilst she helped
out with the taxi duty at the end of the day, Charlotte
reflected that Springwell was an inspirational school. We
are
looking
forward to the
end of the half
term, when our
new
music
teacher, Miss
Halkyard will
bring everyone
together with a
Christmas
celebration including the panto Aladdin, performed by
year 8 and primary 1 and 4 performing the nativity.
So, as the busy term draws to an end, may I take this
opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and
love, kindness and happy times in 2019.

The Springwell Farm is proving very popular with pupils and is maturing into a
fantastic resource that allows us to get our hands dirty and learn all about
animal welfare. Over the four months since opening, our animals have settled
in quickly and formed close relationships with Mr Walker, our farm manager,
and all of our pupils. There are so many projects currently taking place, with
the farm constantly growing and improving. One of the many highlights was planting a row of young trees, with
the help of MP Dan Jarvis, to commemorate service men and women who died in war protecting our country.
Pupils were responsible for planting their own tree. They are now looking forward to a return visit to check how
their tree is growing. All these projects couldn’t have happened without the determination and enthusiasm from
our amazing pupils at Springwell. So from Mr Walker and all the animals at the farm, Merry Christmas and thank
you for all the hard work.

On Monday the 26th of November, Mr
Coulton, Mr Freeman and Miss Halkyard
accompanied the year 11 music students on
a trip to the media and sign language studios
in Wolverhampton University to record their
sign language music video project. Two of the
Senior lecturers at the university, Ms Hughes
and Dr Stone, had collaborated in the project
by video teaching our very own Kiera how to
sign the song ‘Zombie’ by ‘The Cranberries’
and then inviting the group to work alongside
the technicians, at the university, to create a
professional film for their BTEC Music
studies. It was a long but very successful day
and we are looking forward to sharing the
final edited film with the rest the Springwell
students.

In November, Year 11 attended The Life
Centre in Rotherham to take part in a new
course as part of their Crucial Crew training.
The talks began with police staff showing
different scenarios of knife crime and
the effects on those involved, whether it be
victim or perpetrator. We visited a mock
court room where we listened to two
magistrates talk about crime and
consequences. There was also a prison cell
with the basic facilities that prisoners have
which show living conditions for those who
choose to break the law. We also learned
about arson, internet and road safety. It was
a very worthwhile trip with lots of useful
information for young people. Highly
recommended!

ELEMENTS in KS3 | Festivals and Celebrations
Pupils have started looking at the different ways different religions
celebrate. Pupils have been able to experience how different religions use
crafts and artwork to celebrate, try different types of food and see how
others wear their traditional dress and the reasons behind it. We started
the topic with a visit from The Anapurna Dance Company. The pupils all
got involved acting out the story of Rama and Sita, practicing traditional
dances and listening to traditional music. The pupils will end the term
creating their own version of the Mexican festival “Día de Muertos”, The
Day of the Dead, with face painting, food creation and celebratory arts
and crafts.

First of all, thank you to anyone who made a cake for the
coffee morning. We raised a fantastic £142 on the 28th
September for the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning for
Macmillan Cancer Support. A big well done and thank you
goes to everyone who got involved.
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On Friday
December
we all donned our daftest,
most wonderful woollies
to help raise funds for
Save the Children.
It was a great day with
plenty of smiles and we
managed to raise £87.

As ever, we are proud to
have contributed to this
year’s poppy appeal. As a
learning community we
raised £112. Thank you to
all that helped. Without the
donations, The Royal British
Legion would be unable to
continue their vital welfare
and benevolent work.

This year we supported Children
in Need by participating in a
‘Pudsey Pyjama Party’
fundraising event. We raised a
massive £136! So well done and
thank you to all who got
involved, we can definitely make
a difference.

