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Dear Parents and Carers,

Some of you may already be aware that I will be leaving Springwell at the end of this term. It is with mixed emotions that I write to you now, as Springwell has dominated my life for eleven years. I am extremely happy to be moving on to a new challenge in my career, but very emotional and sad to be leaving a place I love so much.  My time here as Deputy Head Teacher and then as Executive Principal have been the best of my career. During this time, I have had the privilege of working with hundreds of fantastic children, amazing staff and wonderful families.  

I have seen Springwell grow as a community and watched as children flourish and move on to adulthood with an increased confidence and genuine aspiration to succeed in life. I have also seen the low points where we have all worked together to support children and families through difficult times, knowing that working together will always be the best way to make a real difference and improve the life chances of our young people. 

Springwell is a very special place. I am very grateful for having had the opportunity to play a small part in creating this wonderful community of schools. It will continue, after I have gone, to be an amazing place to work and learn. With your continued support and the wonderful kindness, expertise and dedication of the staff, Springwell will continue to prosper. 
I am particularly proud that the name ‘Springwell’ is now recognised nationally and associated with kindness, compassion and care. There are now five new schools across our region that carry the name Springwell because they believe in those values, we hold dear here in Barnsley. 

In my new role, as Director of Learning for Wellspring Academy Trust, I will remain close to Springwell and will still be able to see it grow. I am also confident that the leadership team will carry on their excellent work under the guidance of the new Executive Principal. 
Springwell is very lucky to have Di Greaves as its new Executive Principal from September.  Di is currently headteacher of the outstanding Greenacre Special School in Barnsley. Di will become Interim Executive Principal of Greenacre and Springwell to see all three schools through their next phase of development. I am so pleased to be leaving Springwell in such passionate, experienced and safe hands. 

Thank you all for your support and kindness over the years. I look forward to watching these wonderful schools continue to be amazing for many years to come.

Yours sincerely,
[image: image1.emf]
Dave Whitaker

Executive Principal - Springwell Learning Community
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